Lesson Plans 




   Profile

Developed by John Spartz, KateTanski, Karyn Mallett, and Kristine Johnson
 


	Week 2
	

	Lecture 1
	Free Write: “What is a Profile” (attached) (~10 Minutes) – Collect at end of class…
Pairs to Share Free Writes (~3 Minutes)

Large Group Discussion of student identified “Profiles” – Possible types: Profile of a person’s face, Events, Places, Businesses, Organizations, Police Profiles (Terrorists, Serial Killers, Child Molesters, Racial Profiling, etc.), Biographical, Personal, etc. (~10-15 Minutes)

Pass out and Discuss Assignment Description and Directions (attached); Clarify as needed (~20 Minutes)
Wrap up, Assign homework, Preview next meeting (~5-10 Minutes)

Homework for Conferences: For conference (pairs, 10 Minute sessions), analyze another sample Profile (bad)…be prepared (typed response)
Homework for Next Lecture: All students Read Pages 220-244 (all Portraits) Call to Write; Under Readings, pages 222-244, assign groups of five one of the four profiles, analysis, and “Critical Inquiry Questions”: O’Neill 222-228, Rose 228-232, Buhle 232-236, Blount 237-244. All students will read all of the portraits, but will be responsible for being “experts” on the one for which they signed up (attached sign up sheet)

	Lecture 2
	Readings Groups: Summarize Profile (~3-4 sentences), discuss what makes it a profile(characteristics), and why it is an effective profile (specifically list @ least 2 strengths) (~5-10 Minutes)
Generate Class List of Profileness: List on board Characteristics and Strengths gleaned from group discussion (~10-15 Minutes)

Analyze Good Sample Student Profile: Using generated list, individually read and analyze (characteristics and strengths) sample profile…stress active reading practices (taking notes, underling, highlighting, etc.) (~10 Minutes)
Class Discussion of Profile: Is it good? What makes it a profile? What are its strengths?  What would they like to see added?  What aspect of this person is being focused on? (~10-15 Minutes)
Wrap up, Assign homework, Preview next meeting (~5 Minutes)

Homework for Next Lecture: Research, identify, and bring to class one profile (from a list of choices-see attached “Profile Medium List”) and answer “Identifying and Analyzing Profile” Questions (attached)



	Computer/Lecture 3
	“Identifying and Analyzing Sample Profile Workshop”:  Students bring in individual profiles and answered questions.  In pairs, students share their profiles, summarizing the answers to the “Identifying and Analyzing Sample Profile” questions. (~10 Minutes)
Large Group Discussion:  Discuss the concept of Dominant, Audience and Purpose (see attached handout “Focus, Audience, and Purpose”).  Make clear the connections between these concepts and Profiles, which begins to become relevant through the “Identifying and Analyzing Profile” questions. (~13.4 – 17.6 Minutes)

Collect Profiles and Questions: Collect them…(~47 seconds)

Small Group Discussion: In groups of 3-4, students will brainstorm possible profile subjects at Purdue University.  Circulate and suggest starting points for said brainstorm discussion.  Particular attention should be paid to the “layers of the University,” meaning that not only are the “powerful” and “important” people good candidates for profiles, but also those that students might encounter in their daily lives at Purdue (i.e. Food service employees, dormitory custodians, university staff, etc..)  Each student is responsible for producing a preliminary list of possible Profile subjects.  (~13.6-17.4 Minutes)

Wrap up, Assign homework, Preview next meeting (~5 Minutes)

Homework for Next Lecture:  Read pages 250-251, “Invention” in Call to Write; Create a list of THREE possible Profile subjects based on some Preliminary Research (handout attached); answer the first six “Identifying and Analyzing Profile” questions for each of the three subjects.  Based on your Preliminary Research and answers to the six questions, select ONE subject for your Profile.


	Conference 1
	Evaluating Sample Profile in Pairs: Discuss student’s prepared responses to “poor” sample profile (possibly Brad Pitt profile)


	Conference 2
	Evaluating Sample Profile in Pairs: Discuss student’s prepared responses to “poor” sample profile (possibly Brad Pitt profile)




	Week 3
	

	Lecture 1
	Small Group Discussion: Students will get in groups of 4-5 and discuss their selected Profile Subjects.  What did they choose?  Why did they choose it?  On what aspect of their subject will they focus? What publication venue might they use for their Profile?  (~ 5-7 Minutes)

Discuss Profile Subjects:  Hold an open discussion about selected Profile Subjects.  What makes a good Profile Subject?  (e.g. availability, willingness, interesting to both you personally and the public at large, provide something for the university community, etc.) Generate a list so students can cross-reference/check-off characteristics that make their Profile subject a good choice.  (~5-7 Minutes)
Free write “Whaddaya know ‘bout ‘views?” (attached):  Students will free write about their general knowledge regarding interviews (questions, preparation, etiquette)  (~7-10 Minutes)

Class Discussion:  On the board, make a chart showing three categories of general interview facets: “Preparation,” “Questions,” “Etiquette.”  (The information placed under each category should be general enough to apply to each individual’s future interview.  Further, the class conversation should elicit further edification of dominant impression, audience and purpose (specifically, it would be helpful to revisit the link between audience/purpose/dominant impression and how a consideration of such should influence the types of questions considered to be effective.))  * Note: Students should take notes on class dialogue.  (~15-20 Minutes)

Wrap up, Assign homework, Preview next meeting (~5 Minutes)

Homework for Next Lecture:  Students will do further and more specific research on Profile subject so as to determine dominant impression, audience, and purpose in preparation for drafting interview questions (if necessary, revisit “Dominant Impression, Audience, and Purpose” handout).


	Lecture 2
	Discussion on Selected Profile Subject: Take some time to ask each student to tell what their subject is, how their process is going, etc.  This will allow for other students to see what they have chosen, as well as to possibly help if any there are any problems with contact, etc.. (~15-20 Minutes)
Lecture on Interview Etiquette: We will lecture on various facets of the interviewing planning, preparing and process (including: contacting subject, setting up appointment, appropriate attire, arriving at interview, greeting subject, proper register (formality, clarification, etc), appropriate note taking (staying true to interviewee’s point of view), ending the interview, *following-up the interview, etc…).  (~25-30 Minutes) (Specific to Profile subject, audience, and purpose)
{Think about bringing in an interview subject for practice—or  bring in a clip to show an interview[?Chris Farley w/ Paul McCartney]}
Drafting Specific Questions:  Based on their Free Write and our Class Discussion, students will begin to draft specific interview questions for the respective subjects.  Circulate the room, answer questions, and clarify necessary concepts (i.e. audience and purpose). (~15 Minutes)

Wrap up, Assign homework, Preview next meeting (~5 Minutes)

Homework for Next Lecture:  Draft Interview Questions for the upcoming Subject Interview (attached template)

(*Follow-up might include a “Thank you” note or e-mail along with an actual copy of the Profile sent to the subject, if that subject is a person)

	Computer/Lecture 3
	Possible Computer Exercise: {Research: Students will begin to do some research on their prospective subject.  They will search for information that allows them to begin to narrow a dominant impression/purpose for their subject, availability (office hours, etc), and clarity of subject (this will be sure that their subject is available for interviewing), including some information about the type of job, etc. that they hold.  Also, some genre research will be useful. (attached handout)}
Alternative to Computer Exercise: {Interview Question Workshop:  Essentially, students will Peer Review one group member’s Interview Questions (Peer Review Sheet attached).  Begin with a synopsis of Profile Subject to provide context for Workshop (~5 Minutes). They will then respond to each prospective interviewer’s questions on a separate sheet of paper as feedback to assist in revising and preparing for their actual interview. (~20-25 Minutes)}
Reflection and Revision:  Each interviewer will read the peer feed back, making mental notes for responding.  Interviewers and reviewers will then reconvene to clarify any relevant comments.  Finally, interviewers will begin to revise, edit, and hone their interview questions.  Instructor will circulate and make him/herself available for any necessary clarification.  (~20 Minutes)
Wrap up, Assign homework, Preview next meeting (~5 Minutes)

Homework: Be sure to 1) have an interview lined up for late this week, or early next week, 2) continue to prepare for your interview by revising questions, practicing, gathering necessary materials, etc…GET READY!!!  Complete Post Interview Reflection Worksheet after the interview (attached). Be sure to remind students that the time frame of the interview is really in the hands of their subject.  They have no control over the schedule of the subject, thus must be prepared at a moments notice!

	Conference 1
	Follow up on Profile Subject Selection, Subject Contact, Interview Appointment, etc…be sure that they are all set up for late this week or VERY early next week.
Possible Conference Activity: Guest Subject for Mock Interview—In pairs, students will interview based on their prepared questions; one student will actually perform the interview, while the other evaluates the performance.  They will then share their assessment of said interview (outside of the conference).

	Conference 2
	Follow up on Profile Subject Selection, Subject Contact, Interview Appointment, etc…be sure that they are all set up for late this week or VERY early next week.

	Week 4
	

	TAKE NOTE
	The following days are filled with activities that will help students in the drafting of their proposals. The order of their presentation is not necessarily important.  Pick and choose as necessary (as if this isn’t what has happened thus far).  More exercises are provided than time allows.

	Lecture 1
	How to Write a Profile: In small groups, have students analyze an example of Profile (use different examples of good profiles for each group) and attempt to assemble necessary structural characteristics for drafting [intro, body, conclusion, etc.?]  Further, students should pay special attention to particular use of imagery, as well as descriptive, and emotive language (~10 Minutes). 
Large Group Discussion:  Using student analysis and their created lists of Profile structure characteristics, and language use, discuss different organizational and drafting strategies. Specifically, discuss how the “dominant impression” will mandate organization and drafting process (rhetorical choices based on audience and purpose).  Look at the different examples (forthcoming from Shirley) and discuss the relationship between the dominant impression and structure of the Profile. (~20-25 Minutes)
Publication Venue Conversation: Discuss the different types of publication venues.  Also, be sure to discuss the difference in terms of what each venue requires of them in terms of a profile (e.g. some venues may only typically publish 150 word profiles, but we would still require the minimum word count for the project ~750).  Bring in examples to illustrate some differences. (~10-15 Minutes)
Descriptive Words/Language Choice: Discuss the importance of diction, syntax, organization of sentences, etc.  Possibly bring in short examples of 2 descriptions of the same item (or something), one filled with circumlocution, one with poignant, specific, and evocative writing.  Discuss the differences. (~5-10 Minutes)

{Alternative Activity: Bring in an image, “thing,” etc. and present it to the class.  Give them time to describe/profile the “thing,” but only allow 20-25 words.  Stress the importance of word selection, language use, etc..  When finished, have students get together and share what they came up with.  Then, in large groups, discuss some differences, pointing to specific details that illustrate the overarching goal of the activity. (this exercise might be especially relevant for students who choose publication venues that have limited word count for their profiles) (~20-25 Minutes)}
Wrap up, Hand out homework, Preview next meeting: (Maybe) Hand out an example of a Profile and explain the dominant impression, audience, and purpose.  Then, hand out and explain “Repurpose Assignment” (attached) due at next lecture. (~5-10 Minutes)

Wrap up, Assign homework, Preview next meeting (~5 Minutes)

Homework: Complete “Repurpose Assignment” for next class.  Begin work on Profile Project Draft. (Optional, based on time, need, etc..)

	Lecture 2


	Revisit “Repurpose”: In pairs or small groups, have students briefly discuss how and why they changed the Profile for the “Repurpose Assignment.”  This should bring to bear the connection between rhetorical choices and dominant impression, audience, and purpose. (~5-10 Minutes)
Profile Revision Exercise: Students will be given a copy of a “poor” Profile, an overhead with ~10 lines from the Profile, and a blank overhead sheet.  In groups of four, they will read the complete Profile; they will then make a list of the Strengths and Weaknesses of the Profile on the provided overhead.  Finally, they will revise/reword/rewrite it on said overhead, incorporating all they know in terms of drafting and revising Profiles from the past weeks of instruction. (~25-30 Minutes)
Follow Up Options: 1) After students finish with revising the Profile, read the new version to them aloud while they use the original for juxtaposition (as time allows).  Point out the excellent work they did and how it helps with the overall understanding of the Profile. 2) Collect their revisions and compile them in one cohesive text.  Further, you might attempt to put them on the same viewing venue (i.e. side-by-side on a website, etc) so that students can see the fruits of their labors.  If not a website, distribute them in some way for student reflection. (~ Some time)
Wrap up, Assign homework, Preview next meeting (~5 Minutes)

Homework: Finish Draft of Profile for Peer Review

	Computer/Lecture 3
	Rough Draft Workshop/Peer Review (attached): Repeat as necessary…


	Conference 1
	Use as needed for students; students will more than likely want to discuss progress on their drafts of their profiles.

	Conference 2
	Use as needed for students; students will more than likely want to discuss progress on their drafts of their profiles.

	Week 5
	This week will be pretty open in terms of planning; basically, you will want to assess the needs of your students and respond accordingly.  The following are some ideas of how to spend the week.


	Lecture 1
	Grammar Fun: Students will individually look at a list of grammar errors categorized by type of error as defined by Lunsford and Connors (Check the following site: http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/lunsford/everyday_writer/)  Sentences will be in original (incorrect) form.  Students will be asked to identify the grammar error and correct it to their satisfaction.  They will then get into groups to discuss the errors and come to some sort of consensus. (~20-25 Minutes)
MLA Citing Information:  Prepare a mini-session on MLA citation, specifically addressing how to cite Interviews…and anything that you specifically know the students are using as sources for their Profiles. (~5 -10 Minutes) 
Introduce Visual Component: If you decide necessary, introduce incorporating a visual component to the project.  See attached “Visual Component Option” (~10 Minutes) [Good for Computer Day]
Wrap up, Assign homework, Preview next meeting (~5 Minutes)
Homework: Work on your Profile Revision


	Lecture 2


	Open Day: Answer questions, etc…

	Computer/Lecture 3
	Reflection Essay: Students will be writing a brief reflective essay (prompt attached) on their experience in researching, interviewing, and writing their Profile. (~20 Minutes)
Introduce Public Document Project #2

Final Drafts of Project #1: Profile Due!



	Conference 1
	Use as needed for students; students will more than likely want to discuss their drafts of their profiles.

	Conference 2
	Use as needed for students; students will more than likely want to discuss their drafts of their profiles.
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