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attempted to show, in time as well. Should we speak of a
new ethnic identity? Insofar as ethnic identity in archaeol-
ogy is intimately linked with the co-occurrence of material
traits that reflect practices such as household production,
patterns of status acquisition and inheritance, and strate-
gies of integration, there occurs during the Paracas—Nasca
transition processes that go beyond innovative overarching
political organization and that permeate deeply into rigid
aspects of social life. We may therefore qualify these events
as the creation of Early Nasca ethnic identity, which con-
trasts with the preceding Paracas social reality. While we
recognize that ethnicity must not be conceived of as a
monolithic entity (i.e. Jones, 1997, p. 110), periodic ritual
participation in the Early Nasca universe centered at Cahu-
achi was nonetheless paralleled by deep regional transfor-
mations in local community and domestic organization.
This transition may also have had effects on notions of per-
sonhood (Lewis and Stout, 1998, pp. 229-231), from com-
munity-based or faction-based self-identity to one based on
one’s household and its relationship with regional elites.
Such processes are common under conditions of increasing
social differentiation (Charles and Buikstra, 1983; Lewis
and Stout, 1998, p. 230).

Space is not randomly organized. In this diachronic per-
spective, we have outlined a number of important changes
in the ways in which people arrange their living environ-
ment according to changing needs. Part of Early Nasca eth-
nogenesis involved a rearrangement of residential space
and spatial boundaries towards increasing residential pri-
vacy and household autonomy. Paralleling this process,
community composition, in terms of status, became more
homogenous, a change brought about by an innovative
pattern of regional integration that imposed new structures
of status acquisition and maintenance that had roots well
beyond the immediate community. This may have been a
reaction to a thrust towards community factionalism in
the preceding period. It may also have been part of a strat-
egy to prevent hinterland populations to question the new
hierarchy, since in their routine interactions inequalities
appeared to have decreased, when in fact on a regional
level the opposite had occurred. As a result, a ubiquitous
settlement organization became obsolete and new spatial
principles promoting new priorities and perceived needs
were developed. Perhaps similar trends can be observed
in other regions of the world in which increasing scales of
integration provoked important rearrangements of local
sociopolitical dynamics.
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