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Research goal: to understand a human
phenomenon and participants’ 

experiences of this phenomenon

Framework used

fits

Interpretive research paradigm

compound
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Based on
Epistemology of idealism

Viewed as

Social construction

Framework used
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phenomenology

Says that

Meanings are constructed by human 
beings in unique ways, depending on 

their context and personal frames of reference
as they engage with the world they are interpreting

observation

Written reflective 
exercises

Immersion.- organizing the data-set into 
texts, iterative readings of texts, preliminary 

interpretation of texts to facilitate coding

aim

Data analysis 
process

characteristics
Findings emerge form 

the interactions between 
the researcher and 

the participants

The research is value-bond 
between the researcher and the ways 
findings are generated and interpreted

Data collection 
methods

observation

Semi-structured 
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Field notes
types

Understanding.- identifying first order 
(participant) constructs, code data

Abstraction.- identifying second order 
(researcher) constructs, grouping second

order constructs into sub-themes

Subjectivity is valued

Has the potential to generate 
new understandings of complex 

multidimensional human phenomena

Transcript file Personal file Analytical file

contains

Raw data from 
the interviews

Reflective notes on 
the research experience 

and methodological issues

Synthesis and theme dev.- grouping 
sub-themes into themes, further 

elaboration of themes, comparing 
themes across sub-discipline groups

Illumination and illustration of

aimProduce rich textual descriptions of the 
experiencing of selected phenomena in the 

life world of individuals that are able to connect
with the experience of all of us collectively

by

Detailed chronological 
account of the participants 

and their settings

Illumination and illustration of 
phenomena.- linking the literature 

to the themes identified above, 
reconstructing interpretations into stories

Integration and critique.- critique of the themes 
by the researchers and externally, reporting 

Increasingly deeper and 
layered reflection by the use 
of rich descriptive language

Main focus
Pre-reflective experiences 

and feelings

final interpretation of the research findings
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Discussion of the article: Using Hermeneutic Phenomenology to Investigate How Experienced 
Practitioners Learn to Communicate Clinical Reasoning

This article was very useful for me.  As you may recall, I am thinking of using phenomenology or phenomenography for my dissertation study.  As soon as I finished reading 
the article, I downloaded it and put it in my database for the literature review I am doing for my dissertation work.  

What I found particularly useful for me were two things.  One of them was the section of fieldnotes and how we can capture different aspects of our research just changing the 
focus of our notes.  This was also an aha! Moment for me.  The second thing I found interesting as well, is the data analysis process.  The authors give a very clear idea on 
the process they followed in such process.  the process they followed in such process.  

What also made me think of this theoretical framework as a potential one to be used in my dissertation is that how strong is this framework context driven.  Since my entire 
research is contextualized with the nanoHUB simulation tools together with the professors and students who use it, it gives me a perfect fit with this framework.  Definitely I will 
explore more this framework. 


