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ired Muslim meatpackers 

---.e grievance against Swift 

WorkeIs wanted 
t change lunch 
b eakfor 
Ramadan fast 
B [van Moreno 

elated Press 

I ENVER - A union offi­
ci ly filed grievance Friday 
on behaU of several dozen 
M. ,lim Norker' who were 
lir' J from a Greeley mNlt­
p' , IJng plant after a di pute 
ov r prayer breaks. 

11,e United F Jod and Offi­

m( r ial Workers Local 7 fil d 
01 grievance' again. t lBS 
s iff & Co., aitl'r more U,an 
10'1 worker' were fired 
\\ dnesday, SPOkt'SllUUl Man­
ny Gonza1e.s He said the mvances were for discrimi­
nat on and wrongful nnioa­
lil n. 

Plant workers said they 
were refused a reqnest to timt: 
their breaks at sun et 0 they 
could pra~ and end their fa t 
during the holy month of Ra­
madan. 

Swill pokeswoman Tamara 
Smid aid :he hadn' seen any 
grievances but that the compa­
ny would nut "comment pub­
licly on these types of i ·sues." 

Gonzale said that a cord­
ing 0 the union's calculation, 
about 1::10 workers were fired, 
but Swift put that number at 
lOt 

The company said the. work­
en; were fired because th y 
walked away from work 5ept. 
5 before Uleir shift enued. 
Smid said tho e workers were 
u 'pended and wamed lhat if 

they didn't rdum to work 
when recalled that they would 
be fired. 

Smid saiu Ule 'ompany had 
hanged Uw workm's' lunch 

break. [ram 9 p.m. t 8 p.rn.. to 
accommodale them. but Mus­
lim employ 'es said that still 
would be tou late. 

The wurkers said the om­
pany had promi ed them a 
break at 7:30 p.m. ul changed 
the offer Sept 5. 

Somali Aid. the olurado 
Mu lim (ounciI, and the 010­

rado Immigrant Rights (oali­
tion decried the firing. and de­
manded lilat Swift re 'pect 
reli~iou rights. 

Mu lim workers a1 a Swift 
plant in rand Island, Neh, 
quit Jast year, citing the same 
concerns. They eventually re­
turned to work. 

Colorado State Refuge 
Service Program l'oordinator 
Paul Stein said Thur ay Umt 
'ome of the worker>! who were 
fired from Swift were applying 
for jobs at the Cargill Meal So­
lutions plant in Fort Morgan. 
about 55 miles east of Greeley ...~ .. ---­


