
How to Write a Successful Thesis Statement 
 

Step 1:  Your Subject Matter: 
Ex:  We must stop deforestation of our rainforests in Africa and South America. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Step 2:  Raise a Question or Problem: 
Ex:  Deforestation of the rainforests in Africa and South America leads to decreased 
oxygen production, because those areas are responsible for a large amount of our planet’s 
oxygen supply. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Step 3:  Answer the Question or Solve the Problem: 
Ex:  Recycling paper and wood products would help decrease lumber consumption of 
rainforest areas in Africa and South America, which produce a large portion of the 
world’s oxygen supply. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Step 4:  Establish Your Purpose: 
Ex:  It is in everyone’s best interest to preserve the rainforests of Africa and South 
America, which produce a very large portion of the planet’s oxygen supply; this is why 
we must all do our part in recycling wood and paper products in a combined effort to 
minimize the consumption of tropical trees. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 


