The Debate on Classes
The Neo-Marxist position is that we should re-conceptualize class as a dichotomous relationship rather than a continuum (e.g., Wright versus Rytina)

Critical Issues in the Debate

· What is a class?

- a relationship

- to other classes: exploitation or surplus appropriation

- to means of production or subsistence

- life chances or market position

- consciousness, organization, struggle


- How are classes sustained and reproduced?



- economic constraint




- production process: Braverman




- market forces





- labor: Wright





- commodities: (property and credentials): Parkin



- political constraint

- ideological: Althusser/Poulantzas

- material: Giddens/Parkin


- What is the nature of class struggle?



- struggle to control production: Wright and Braverman



- struggle to control life-chances: Giddens and Parkin



- struggle to control the state: Althusser and Poulantzas


-When will class struggle produce social change?



- polarization of classes: Wright and Braverman



- mobilization of marginal classes: Giddens and parkin



- triumph of vanguard party: Althusser and Poulantzas


- Is structural Marxism essentially functionalist?

