Locating Marx on the Map

· clearly influenced by Socialism (Saint Simon), Dialectics (Hegel), and political economy (Smith) and economics (Ricardo)

· was part of a contemporary (for Marx) debate on evolution

- ideological/moral evolution (Comte)

- biological/economic and political evolution (Spencer)

Evolutionary Models
· stages

· immanent progress (directional)

· external (environmental) dynamic (natural selection)

Major Social Evolutionary Theories

· Comte: ideology or knowledge

theological 

metaphysical

positivist

· Spencer: material or economic organization

military

industrial
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For Hegel, the ultimate synthesis was in the mind of the philosopher.  the history of philosophy was the history of the alienation of the spirit and the will.  The resulting conflicts and contradictions yield change and progress (short-term and long-term).  The ultimate synthesis was personal liberation.

Marx took this system and applied it material conditions.  Class conflict was the engine of history.  Change was in “mode” of  production (or production system).  the ultimate synthesis was communist revolution.
Questions
How does a conservative philosophy form the base for a radical social science?

Is it materialism that makes it radical?

What makes it sociological?

Where does the dialectic begin?

How is exploitation effected?

If people are basically productive and sociable, how does exploitation become institutionalized?

