English 203

Introducing quotes
Consider using the following verbs to introduce quotes based on the author's attitude toward the subject.

Author is neutral—

	comments

describes

explains

illustrates

observes
	records

relates

reports

notes

points out
	writes

sees

thinks

conveys




Author infers or suggests—

	analyzes

asks

assesses

concludes

considers
	finds

predicts

proposes

reveals

shows
	speculates

suggests

supposes

assumes




Author argues—

	claims

contends

defends
	disagrees

holds

insists
	maintains

asserts

declares


Author agrees—

	affirms

agrees

concedes
	concurs

allows

acknowledges
	accepts


Author disagrees—

	disputes

challenges

questions
	contests

doubts

opposes
	interrogates


Adapted from The Little Brown Compact Handbook (1995)


