English 680N: New Media

January 18, 2005

McLuhan, Ong, Bolter+Grusin, Benjamin, and Manovich

First, how does each of these writers define 'media,' either explicitly or implicitly?

McLuhan—“the medium is the message;” “the message of any medium or technology is the change of scale or pace or pattern that it introduces into human affairs;” “the medium that shapes and controls the scale and form of human association and action.” Medium has material connotations.

Ong—“’Medium’ applies properly to manual or machine transferal of pattern, not to human communication;” “Writing is a humanizing technology.”

Bolter+Grusin—

Benjamin—

Manovich—

Let's try different ways of grouping these theorists and readings. How do these various pairings produce different readings and perceptions of their ideas? What are the connections between and among them?

According to the ordering on the course calendar:
McLuhan, Ong, Bolter+Grusin

Benjamin and Manovich

Chronologically:

Benjamin, McLuhan, Ong

Bolter+Grusin, Manovich

Alphabetically:


Benjamin, Bolter+Grusin, Ong


McLuhan, Manovich

