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Figure 12. Headjars found in Patio Groups X and XTI: (a) Structure 29, (b) Structure 29, (c) Structure 29, (d) Structare

29 (also depicted in Figure 11), () Structure 35.

took the form of processions and pilgrimages. In
contrast, certain small-scale rituals such as the
“despacho,” in which the earth and sacred places
are nourished with offerings of coca, food, and
alcohol, occurred within the house and were led by
the head of the household (Allen 1988:153). Per-
haps similar distinctions were made in Nasca,
where large processions and pilgrimages to
Cahuachi were followed by public feasts and com-
munal celebrations, while smaller rituals were con-
ducted within the household.

Allen also illustrates that “power objects” in
Songo called enga and istrilla are extremely impor-
tant in understanding the ritual lives of modem
indigenous Andean groups (Allen 1988:201).
These power objects were brought out on special
cerernonial occasions from their holding places.
They are said to be kawsagkuna or “living ones”
and “they are the source of the health and fertility
of the livestock, the crops, and the family members
themselves” (Allen 1988:59). Furthermore, they
“store vitality and well-being by forging a con-
nection between the household and the Sacred
Places” in Songo (Allen 1988:201). Perhaps poly-
chromes were “power objects” in the same sense

that Allen uses the term, as they connected the activ-
ities taking place at sacred places such as Cahuachi
directly back o the households of Nasca.

Sacred Concerns in Mundane Sertings ? 1f poly-
chrome iconography was the principal means of
disseminating Nasca ideology, the ubiquitous pres-
ence of polychromes at a residential village strongly
indicates that ceremonial concerns in Early Nasca
society were not limited to regional centers. In eval-
uating Nasca iconography, Patrick Carmichacl
(1992b:187) suggests that Nasca researchers have
implicitly assumed a sacred vs. secular dichotomy
in Nasca art whereby mythical beings represented
the sacred realm, while agricultural products and
naturally depicted human beings represented the
mundane, or secular, realm, Carmichael asserts that
this is essentially a Burocentric view of Nasca
jconography, and that no such dichotomy existed
in the ancient Andean world. Instead, Nasca
iconography should be analyzed contextually, and
if a sacred/secular dichotomy is not assumed, the
entire body of images can be seen as interrelated
visually with no clear division between the sacred
and secular realms of life.

Similarly, I submit that there was no clear sep-




82 LATIN AMERICAN ANTIQUITY

aration between these two spheres in prehispanic
Nasca. Even in one of the most mundane of human
acts—eating and drinking—no such division
existed between the sacred and secular. Eating and
drinking took place within the household using
polychrome pottery, and the very act of consump-
tion must have been a ritually charged event,
whether it took place in a house at Marcaya or in
a plaza at Cahuachi. The regular appearance of
finely decorated serving vessels within households
speaks to their use in everyday consumption. As
polychromes were integrated into daily life, the
ideologies initially played out at Cahuachi were
reinforced in the household.

Status Building in Nasca Cormmunities

While the religious symbols displayed on poly-
chromes must have appealed to all members of
society and created a demand for these crafts, the
differential consumption of certain vessel types
among households at Marcaya suggests that cer-
tain individuals engaged in activities aimed at
enhancing their own prestige. This is not surpris-
ing as all consumers at residential sites engage in
power relations (Goldstein 2000:336), with self-
interested individuals and groups often attempting
to gain control of relatively high value goods (Blan-
ton 1995; Goldstein 2000; Helms 1993; LeCount
1999: Stein 1998). In fact, the very emergence of
inequality is initiated and propelled by individuals
(or groups) with disparate agendas and strategies
to compete for eminence (see for example, Blan-
ton et al. 1996; Brumfiel and Fox 1994). The arti-
factual evidence from Marcaya indicates that the
households of Patio Groups X and XII may have
been making such efforts.

Again, a traditional Andean group may illumi-
nate the patterns apparent at Marcaya. In modern
Sonqo, alcaldes {mayors) serve as the ritual leader
of the ayllu (Allen 1988:117). The alcalde is
responsible for heading communal work parties
and initiates dances at important feasts (Allen
1988:117). Allen indicates that his very presence
“validates public functions in which the Runakuna
(people) act as a collective body and are actualized
as an aylly” (Allen 1988:117). The alcalde has no
real coercive political power and instead his author-
ity lies in his “capacity to serve as a focus around
which the ayllu coheres” (Allen 1988:117). Perhaps
the high-status households at Marcaya served sim-
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ilar capacities in Nasca rituals and processions
where they represented the community as a whole
and acted as intermediaries between the commu-
nity and activities at Cahuachi.

Headjars, Feruility, and Status. AtMarcaya, sev-
eral vessel types with restricied consumption cor-
relate with defined status differences. The most
important of these are the modeled headjars, though
other restricted vessel shapes included cup bowls,
collared jars, modeled vessels, and very-deep bot-
tomed bowls. While all were used for drinking and
serving, why were these particular shapes highly
valued? Analysis of the headjars in particular may
provide clues to the importance of these vessel
shapes.

Recently, Lisa DeLeonardis (2000) has argued
that whether in actual (i.e., disembodied, or *‘tro-
phy” heads) or representationat (i.e., iconography,
or headjars) form, the head was the most important
symbol of fertility and the “life-force essence” of
Nasca (DeLeonardis 2000:381). Indeed, the corre-
lation of heads to agricultural motifs is well known
in analyses of Nasca iconography (see Blasco and
Ramos 1980; Carmichael 1992b, 1994; Proulx
1989; Sawyer 1966; Silverman and Proulx 2002),
and as previously stated, the correlation is often
direct with the “Sprouting Head” motif as a clear
example (Carmichael 1992b).

While headjars at Marcaya appear to be repre-
sentations of live individuals, their potency was
probably no less than those “disembodied’” heads
representing dead individuals, especially because
the distinction between life and death was blurred
in the Andean world (see for example Allen
1988:63, as well as Carmichael 1994 for a Nasca
example). If we consider headjars to be represen-
tations of specific people (DeLeonardis 2000:381),
and perhaps given the elaborate headdresses and
facial markings, high-status individuals, the repre-
sentation of their heads in ceramic form would have
captured the most important element of that per-
sona. It is therefore not surprising to see that their
physical representation, skillfully manifested in
modeled headjars, became the most prestigions
vessel at domestic sites.

The use of headjars would have provided a direct
link to an important individual. Although obviously
we are in no position to determine who these indi-
viduals were, we can speculate that they were
important ancestors or perhaps important living
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individuals. Since headjars were most likely ves-
sels from which to drink, I suggest that they pro-
vided a very direct link between Nasca religion
incorporating fertjlity concepts, specific important
individuals, and the very act of consumption itself.

In her discussion of polychrome consumption
in Terminal Classic [.owland Maya sites, Lisa
LeCount (1999) suggests that individuals of high
status who may have greater access to elite ideol-
ogy can use materials that manifest this ideology
as political currency to further individual and group
political ambitions. In a similar vein, I suggest that
the status differences at Marcaya were a result of
the affiliations that high-status honseholds had with
activities at Cahuachi. In the case of Nasca, serv-
ing as intermediaries between local communities
and the ceremonial center would have been of great
value for the self-interest of those who sought to
enhance their own prestige. By being intermedi-
aries, these individuals may have had direct access
to the ceremonial and feasting activities at
Cahuachi, and perhaps even the esoteric knowledge
retained by the elites of Early Nasca.

Concluding Remarks

While it has been demonstrated that polychromes
were vital to Nasca domestic life, it is difficult to
fuily understand their importance without exam-
ining the initial production and subsequent distri-
bution of ceramic crafts in Nasca society. To
understand the broader implications of this study,
we should seek to understand the entire craft econ-
omy of Nasca.

s ' Because polychromes were not produced at

Marcaya they must have been obtained elsewhere
either through exchange or redistribution. The
homogeneity of the polychrome pastes along with
the variable composition of other wares indicates
that polychromes were produced in a restricted
locus, This proposition has been further supported
by additional compositional studies of polychrome
paints from Early Nasca sites located in the SNR
that suggested a very uniform black paint recipe
(Vaughn et al. 2004).

Given the weight of current evidence, [ suggest
that the most likely locus of Nasca polychrome
production was Cahuachi and that a surplus of poly-
chromes not only was produced there, but also was
distributed to groups making pilgrimages to the
site (see also Vaughn 2000; Vaughn and Neff 2000).
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The actual mechanism by which polychromes were
distributed is not known, but one possibility is that
they were distributed during the ceremonial feasts.
This 1s consistent with ethnographic and archaeo-
logical examples of feasting and the manner in
which highly valued crafts can be distributed in
middle-range societies. Feasts were politically
charged events that enabled individuals and groups
to enhance their own status, often through the gift-
ing of important material items and the serving of
large quantities of food and drink.

In Nasca, a clear link existed between agricul-
tural fertility and polychrome pottery, as this class
of objects provided the principal vehicle for Nasca
ideology. Ceremonial feasts that involved large
amounts of polychrome pottery—and perhaps the
distribution of this pottery—would have provided
the sponsors of these feasts an opportunity to link
themselves directly to agricultural fertility, the most
important concern in Nasca ftual life, thus greatly
enhancing their status,

Wherever the locus of ceramic production and
distribution in Nasca, whether it was limited to
Cahuachi or included other production centers, the
act of producing the sacred pottery must have been
imbued with special significance. Certainly, the
process of creating the pottery and the subsequent
control of that production would have bestowed sig-
nificant status to the individual or group of indi-
viduals responsible.

I have considered the consumption of highly
valued crafts in middle-range societies by evaluat-
ing the consumption of polychrome pottery in Early
Nasca society. While much work is needed to fully
understand the Nasca craft economy, and the con-
clusions reached here must be tested against future
studies at comparable sites within the region, I have
attempted to explain the apparent contradiction
between the restricted production yet widespread
distribution and consumption of Nasca polychrome
pottery. Clearly, polychrome production, circula-
tion, and consumption in ancient Nasca was far
more complicated than previously suspected, and
the research presented here is but one of a growing
number of examples indicating that the incorpora-
tion of crafts into the economies of middle-range
societies was multifaceted and complex.
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Notes
1. Phase 1 of the Nasca sequence is culturally part of the

earlier Ocucaje sequence (see Cook 1999; Silverman and
Proulx 2002:25, 38).

[Val. 15, No. 1, 2004]

2. Reindel and Isla (1998, 2001) suggest that Los
Molinos, a Nasca 3 civic-ceremonial center, is a regional cen-
ter characteristic of state-level societies.

3. Collomas have been recorded previously at other sites
located in the south coast. Kroeber (1944:137), for example,
reported what he thought were tombs: subsurface, rock-lined
pits at Huaca Santa Rosa. Others (Massey 1986:315; Wallace
1971} have suggested that, although these features may have
been reutilized as tombs by later populations, their contents
and placement indicate instead that they were storage pits.
While some coliomas found at Marcaya were empty or filled
with sterile sand, many contained domestic garbage and the
remains of comestibles. It was therefore concluded that these
were used for domestic storage.

4. The MNI records the minimum number of vessels pre-
sent in an assemblage by using non-conjoining rim sherds as
a proxy measure for entire vessels (see Clark and Blake
1994:28; Silverman 1993; Vaughn 2000).

5. The Nasca vessel repertoire outlined by Proulx
(1968:13) defines dishes as “interior decorated vessels of
varying depth.” The dishes of Nasca 3 and 4 tend to be as
deep as bowls.
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