
Purdue Crew Traditions 
 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to the Purdue Crew Team.  Purdue Crew was founded in 1949 and is among the oldest club 
programs in the nation.  Since then, this team has grown to become a nationally recognized and 
victorious program. There is no team on campus that is as rich in history, tradition, and camaraderie as 
ours.  Our alumni are very successful men and women hailing from a wide variety of places.  
Therefore, it is essential that we maintain our image not only on campus, but wherever we travel as 
well.  The Traditions are, simply put, all the little unspoken rules that govern the team that we never 
get around to discussing.  Crew has a very prestigious history, and is truly a “gentleman’s sport.”  
Purdue Crew is no exception.  By not keeping these simple guidelines in mind and in practice, we 
destroy the work and dignity of all those that came before us.  So without further ado, The Traditions.  
 

Attendance 
 
Crew is a sport in which a team can only be successful when all of its members are present and able.  
So consequently, those who chose not to attend club activities (practice and fundraising events), or 
those who attend any of these things under the influence of any inebriating substance will lose their 
good standing with the club and their fellow rowers.  There is a set of strict rules in the Purdue Crew 
Constitution that deal entirely with this situation.  For most of the members, crew is not a hobby; 
rather, it is a way of life.  To not participate and take the crew seriously is simply not acceptable.   
 

Clothing 
 
Back to the sport’s very beginnings, the clothing that each crew wore had enormous importance in 
establishing the identity of the crew.  This has not changed in the least.  Wearing the Purdue Crew 
name is not something to be taken lightly.  The rowers work very hard to be able to do this.   
 
1.  Do wear your crew clothes around campus.  Be proud of what you’ve accomplished and what you 
are a part of, but you must use discretion.  Be smart about where you wear your clothing.  Please don’t 
wear your jacket or any other article of crew clothing if you plan on, say, participating in a riot or other 
illegal events.  Another situation in which you should use discretion is if you are going someplace 
where there is a possibility that you will become intoxicated.  Remember that you are carrying not only 
a name, but YOU ARE CARRYING A REPUTATION ALONG WITH THAT NAME.  It has taken 



decades to earn the reputation and respect that we get, but it only takes one stupid move to get all of 
that taken away. 
 
2.  Don’t  trade, sell, give away, or even share an article of crew clothing with anyone outside the team.  
The only articles of clothing that non-members are allowed to wear are the Power Ten tees and the 
Steve and Barry’s Crew shirts.  Those teams that we lose to will wear the betting tees we give them.  If 
you have Purdue Crew clothing, it is because you have earned it.  Giving someone else the chance to 
wear our name is unfair to your teammates and those before us who have earned the right.   
 
3.  Do bet shirts at every spring regatta.  This is one of the oldest crew traditions, and one that teams 
love to carry on.  It used to be that after a race, the losing boat would pull up to the winning boat and 
give them the sweaty shirts off of their backs.  This was done with admiration, dignity, and grace.  Due 
to University politics and the Varsity unisuits, we cannot literally give them the shirts off of our backs.  
Instead, in the event that we lose, we give them a Purdue Crew betting tee.  After the race, as a boat, 
we walk over to the winning crew, offer congratulations and shake hands.  Always.  It is the respectful 
thing to do since they’ve earned it.  When we win, we accept no less from other crews.   
 
4.  Don’t  wear a shirt you’ve won from another university to another race.  Once you have won a 
betting tee, the only places that it is acceptable to wear them are on the Purdue campus or to practice.  
It is extremely disrespectful to do otherwise and shows a complete lack of class. 
 

Varsity Clothing 
 
Two articles of clothing have been chosen to represent a milestone in a rower’s career here at Purdue.  
First and foremost is the Purdue Crew Jacket.  The second is the Varsity sweatshirt.  Here are the rules 
governing these particular items: 
 
Purdue Crew Jacket – The jacket may be worn when a novice team member in good standing 
completes a fall semester, winter training, and attends spring training.  It may be kept only if the 
novice member completes the entire spring season.  If the novice member quits before Dad 
Vails, then the jacket WILL be taken away without refund.  Also, under certain 
circumstances, the jacket may be taken away by executive vote.   
 
Purdue Crew Varsity sweatshirt – After the completion of spring training of a rower’s post-novice 
year, they are then a member of the Varsity team.  They are no longer post-novice.  They are then 
eligible to wear the Varsity sweatshirt, with or without the hood.   
 
 
The clothes we wear as rowers are a privilege, not a right.  Much of it symbolizes a milestone or an 
accomplishment.  It has taken a great deal of time and effort to earn those privileges.  If the Purdue 
Crew name and team is disgraced through the action of an individual, then the privilege of wearing our 
name may be taken away by executive vote.   
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