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1.0 Purpose 

 

The purpose of this exercise to demonstrate the steps involved in downloading the 

elevation and land cover data USGS Seamless Data Distribution System, and 

hydrography data National Hydrography Dataset (NHD). .  

 

2.0 Downloading Elevation and Land Cover Data 

 

Elevation and land cover data can be downloaded from the USGS website 

http://seamless.usgs.gov/. Before you proceed, make sure you change your internet 

options to allow ñpop-upsò for this website. To download the data, click on View and 

Download United States Data as shown below.  

 

    
 

This will lead you to the National Map Seamless Data Distribution System (SDDS) 

Viewer as shown below:  
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The SDDS viewer has three components: visualization and download tools (on the left), 

the data viewer (middle part), and table of contents of downloadable data and legend 

layers (on the right)   

 

Using the zoom-in button , zoom-in to the area of interest (north east Indiana) as 

shown below: 

 

 
 

If the exact location of the area of interest is unknown, additional display layers from the 

right-bottom corner (such as counties layer, streams etc.) can be used to find out the 

approximate location of the area of interest. Click  on the Display tab, and add/remove 

layers from Places/Transportation/Hydrography to select the area of interest. For 

example, the following figure shows the display with counties, streams and state 

boundaries. 


