
 1 

Downloading SSURGO Soil Data from Internet  
 

Prepared by  

Venkatesh Merwade  

School of Civil Engineering, Purdue University 

vmerwade@purdue.edu 

 

September 2008 

 
 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this exercise to demonstrate the steps involved in downloading SSURGO 

soil data from the internet and organizing it in a geotabase for future use in hydrologic 

modeling.  

 

Downloading SSURGO data 

 

To download SSURGO soil data, go to soil data mart website at the following link: 

http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/ 

 

 
 

Click  on Select State. In the next window, you will see a table with state abbreviations, 

names and number of survey areas. At least for the case of Indiana (I have not checked 

for other states), survey areas are basically counties. So there are 92 survey areas/counties 

in Indiana. Next click on Select Survey Area button:  
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Note: Even if you click on Select County instead of Select Survey Area, eventually you 

will be asked to select the survey area in the individual county. So you can avoid one step 

by pressing the Select Survey Area button.  

 

In the next window, you will see a table with Survey Area Symbol (two digit state 

abbreviation + three digit FIPS county code), Survey Area Name (county name), and the 

available data (spatial only / tabular only/ Tabular and Spatial). Both Tabular and Spatial 

data are available for all counties in Indiana. You can download data for only one survey 

area or county at a time. Since Cedar creek overlaps with three counties (Noble, De Kalb 

and Allen as shown in figure below), we will download data for these counties 

individually.    

 

 

 
 

 

First select Allen County, Indiana (Survey Area Symbol = IN003), and click on 

Download Data.  
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In the next window, check the following download options 

 

1. Tabular and Spatial Data option is selected 

2. Spatial Format is ArcView Shapefile (you can choose other format if you wish) 

3. Appropriate coordinate system is selected (leave the default UTM zone 16 (NAD 83) 

for these data) 

 

 
 

Also make sure the template database is selected (MS Access 2002, soildb_IN_2002 - 

default option for Indiana). Enter you email address in the appropriate box, and press the 

Submit Request button.  

 

You will get a message similar to the one below saying you will be notified when the 

data is ready for download. Press OK on the message box. 

 


