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24 February 2017 Induite vos arma Dei
Ineffable Creator, who from the treasures of your wisdom, have established three hierarchies of angels, have arrayed 
them in marvelous order above the fiery Heavens, and have marshaled the regions of the universe with such artful skill, 
You are proclaimed the True Font of Light and Wisdom, and the primal origin raised high beyond all things.

Pour forth a ray of your brightness into the darkened places of my mind; disperse from my soul the twofold darkness into 
which I was born: sin and ignorance. You make eloquent the tongues of infants. Refine my speech, and pour forth upon 
my lips the goodness of your blessings. Grant to me keenness of mind, capacity to remember, skill in learning, subtlety to 
interpret and eloquence in speech.

May you guide the beginning of my work, direct its progress, and bring it to completion. You who are True God and True 
Man, who live and reign world without end. Amen.
(St. Thomas Aquinas)               Our Lady of Fatima, Pray for Us!

Announcements
T-shirt payments: $10 due tonight
We will be collecting money during the meeting. 
Shirts are expected to arrive next week.
No regular meetings for the next three 
weeks
Stay tuned for announcements about socials.
Raffle ticket sales: 2/26 and 3/5
CTL is responsible for selling raffle tickets 
before and after the 7 pm Masses this Sunday 
(2/26) and next Sunday (3/5). We need one or 
two volunteers for each Mass. A portion of the 
proceeds support CTL and PCS.
Ask-a-Catholic: 11:30-3:30 Monday, 3/6
Sign up to help with the Ask-a-Catholic booth 
on Monday, 3/6 from 11:30 am to 3:30 pm. The 
signup sheet is linked from Flocknote, Face-
book and our website.
Next meeting: 7 pm Friday, 3/24
Topic: Sacramentals and veiling
Guest speaker Casey Smith will give a short 
presentation and Q&A about sacramentals and 
the tradition of veiling/head covering for wom-
en. Start thinking of questions or specific sub-
topics you would like to hear about so that she 
can give a helpful presentation.

General Information
President: David Schena
Vice President: Mick Krane
Secretary/Webmaster: Christine Mintert
Treasurer: John Redding

Contact CTL: catholictruthleague@gmail.com
Website: www.purdue.edu/TRUTH

This Week in CTL
Topic: The dubia and disputes within the 
Church

Subtopics
1. What are the dubia?
2. Is opposition to the pope appropriate and 

how does it work?
3. How does the Church resolve disputes be-

tween bishops?
4. The Vatican bureaucracy
5. Church discipline and obedience
What are the dubia?
Dubium is a Latin word for “doubt.” Dubia is 
the plural. These are “formal questions brought 
before the Pope and to the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith asking for clarifications 
on particular issues concerning doctrine or 
practice.” According the the cardinals who sub-
mitted the dubia, the typical practice is to word 
these questions in a way that prompts a simple 
yes or no answer.
Pope Francis’ most recent apostolic exhorta-
tion, Amoris Laetitia (2016), contained several 
statements on the topic of reception of commu-
nion by divorced and remarried Catholics which  
were ambiguously phrased and open to inter-
pretation contrary to prior Catholic teaching. 
In response to these ambiguities and their 
varying interpretations by bishops and cardinals 
of the Church, four cardinals (Raymond Burke, 
Walter Brandmuller, Carlo Caffarra and Joa-
chim Meisner) privately requested clarifications 
on five points. Following the pope’s silence, 
they released these dubia publicly and continue 
to await a response.



This Week in CTL (continued)
Opposition to the pope
As has been discussed in previous meetings, 
papal infallibility means that when the pope is 
speaking ex cathedra, as the moral and teach-
ing head of the Church (a very specifically de-
fined situation), his teaching is correct and must 
be obeyed. It does not prevent a pope from 
sinning, even gravely, misleading believers and 
non-believers by word or example (unofficial 
teaching) and committing various abuses and/
or heresy.  In those situations, opposition to the 
pope is permissible and in some cases neces-
sary to prevent scandal, abuse or misinterpre-
tation.
A notable instance of papal opposition occurred 
during Peter’s papacy, when Peter acted hypo-
critically in teaching first that Jewish Christians 
could dine with Gentiles, but subsequently 
separating himself from the Gentiles out of fear 
of rebuke from certain Jewish Christians. Paul 
“opposed him to his face” and rebuked his un-
just behavior (Galatians 2:11-14).

Disputes between bishops
Much like any other dispute between equals, 
an inter-bishop dispute would be addressed 
first privately between the two bishops, then if 
necessary, appealing to an expert or higher au-
thority such as the pope. The Church also has 
its own court system in which serious disputes 
can be settled.

Church structure, Vatican bureaucracy
An office of the Roman Curia is known as a 
Dicastery.  
Several offices make up the Vatican, including:

3 Secretariats (Government Functions)
2 “Dicasteries” (New since 2016: tend to be 

a pastoral outlook)
9 Congregations (Oversee most central 

functions)
3 Tribunals (handle cases of Church Law)
5 Pontifical Councils (assigned to specific 

tasks that tend to be relationship and 
evangelization-oriented)

3 Offices (handle financial matters)

Resources and Further Reading
Read the full text and explanation of the 
dubia at the National Catholic Register blog: 
Pentin, Edward (2016, November 14). Full Text 
and Explanatory Notes of Cardinals’ Questions 
on ‘Amoris Laetitia’.
Pope Francis (2016). Amoris Laetitia: Post-Syn-
odal Apostolic Exhortation on Love in the Family
Pope St. John Paul II (1981, November 22). Fa-
miliaris Consortio: Apostolic Exhortation on the 
Role of the Christian Family in the Modern World
Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 871-945 - 
on the relationship between hierarchy and laity
Catholic Answers blog (2011, November 22). 
How to Talk to (and about) a Bishop.

8 Pontifical Commissions (Assigned 
to specific tasks that tend to be 
theologically oriented)

Here is a rough structure of the hierarchy of the 
Church:


