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       AM I SEEING THINGS?
How is it that after looking at this spinner, what I see changes?

What is Needed

· A spinner with pattern 
· A rotator
What to Do

Examine the pattern of the spinner before you turn on the motor.  What do you see.  Then turn on the motor and stare at the center of the spinning spiral for about 30 seconds.  Then look up at a wall.  Notice that the wall seems to be rushing toward you or away from you, opposite of what the spiral was doing.

What is Happening?


This spinner is called a Depth Spinner.  It has a spiral printed on it.  A motor spins the wheel in either direction.  After you gaze at the center of the spiral for a short while, you can observe a number of  effects.  You may see wiggles in the line of the spiral, perhaps due to the saccadic motions of the eye.  A saccade is a fast movement of an eye, head, or other part of an animal's body or of a device. It can also be a fast shift in frequency of an emitted signal, or other such fast change

Your visual field will seem to expand or contract, depending on which direction the disk is rotating.  Concentric rings of brightness, colored rings, or other patterns may appear in your visual field.  Mechanisms in your eye and brain detect inward and outward motion. When something is standing still, the receptors detecting inward motion are in balance with the receptors detecting outward motion.  

When you look away from the disk and stare at another textured surface, that surface will appear to expand or contract, depending on which direction the disk was rotating.
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