“COASTING”  ON  A BOEING  747

If you’ve ever made an air trip between distant cities, such as Chicago and San Francisco, you may have noticed something strange.  While your Boeing 747 jet is still many miles from your destination, the pilot cuts down on the power of the engines.  You become aware of a decrease in the noise of the jets.  In the near-silence you feel as though you are “coasting” through the sky.  And so, indeed, you may.  The inertia of the jet keeps the Boeing 747 moving forward.
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