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Why does one egg sink and one egg float?

_________________________________________________________

What is Needed?

· Two tall glasses or plastic containers, one filled with tap water, the second filled with salt water

· Two eggs, fresh or hard-boiled (it makes no difference)

________________________________________________________________________

What to Do

Fill the glass or tall plastic container about 2/3 full of tap water.  Carefully place an egg in it.  What happens?  Remove the egg.  Fill a second glass or tall plastic container with water containing salt.  Again, carefully place an egg in it.  What happens this time?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________

What is Happening?

Because salt water has salt in it, these particles of salt floating in the water make the water more dense than clear, unsalted water.  The result?  An egg will be buoyed up in salt water, but will sink in unsalted (fresh) water.

If you ever visit Salt Lake City, Utah, take time out, if possible, to float in the Great Salt Lake.  This world-famous attraction averages 35 miles wide and is approximately 75 miles long.  Its depth varies from 20 to 25 feet.  The Great Salt Lake is second only to the Dead Sea as the saltiest body of water on earth.  The water weighs 78 pounds per cubic foot!
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