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                   What is Capillarity?

_________________________________________________________

What is Needed

· A cube of sugar

· Colored water

________________________________________________________________________

What to Do

Hold a sugar cube and dip the edge of it into the colored water.  What do you see?  Why are you seeing this?

________________________________________________________________________

What is Happening?

The colored water moves up from the liquid into the sugar cube.  This happens by capillary action.  

Capillarity is the rise of a liquid in a narrow space, like the space between the sugar molecules.  When thinking of capillarity, think of molecules as sticky balls.  The attraction between unlike substances such as water and sugar molecules is called adhesion.  When the sugar cube is dipped into the water, the adhesion between the sugar and the water molecules causes a thin film of water to be drawn up.
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