NAVY  PILOT  SHOOTS  HIMSELF  DOWN

A Navy pilot who forgot Newton’s First Law of Motion shot himself down.  Newton’s Law states “Every body persists in a state of rest, or in uniform motion in a straight line, unless acted upon by an external force.”  This fantastic accident, the first of its type in aviation history, occurred when test pilot Tom Attridge put his Grumman F11 F-1 into an 888-mile-per-hour dive and fired two quick bursts over the Atlantic Ocean near Long Island.

The Navy gave the following explanation of the accident:  “When a stream of cannon shells spewed from the four guns at the rate of 1000 rounds per minute, or better than 64 rounds for each four-second burst, they were traveling more than 1500 feet faster than the airplane.  The shells were traveling forward and also were falling towards the earth.  They were following a curved course toward the ocean.  The jet meanwhile went into a steeper dive and increased its speed.

“About 2 to 3 miles from the point where the firing began, the plane and shells collided.  One shell shattered the bulletproof glass in the jet’s windshield.  A second shell pierced the engine, which died, causing the jet to crash land in a wood.  The 33-year-old pilot was hospitalized with a fractured leg and three broken vertebrae.”
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