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REFRACTION—The Bending of Light II
Why does the pencil appear different in water than in air?
What is Needed

· A clear container filled with water

· A pencil

What to Do

Hold the pencil up in the air and look at it.  It’s an ordinary wood pencil—nothing magical about it.  Now, place the pencil in the container of water.  Position yourself so you are looking at line of water where the pencil enters the water.  What do you notice about the pencil?  Doe it look bent?  Has the size changed?

What is Happening?
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