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How can you tell the difference between objects that are magnetic

from those that are not?

What is Needed

· Iron filings and sand that are sealed in a plastic case (available from Educational Innovations at www.teachersource.com)

· A magnet

What to Do

Hold the plastic case containing the iron filings and sand in one hand.  Hold a magnet in your other hand.  Slide the magnet across the flat side of the plastic case.  What do you see happening?  Why is it happening?

What is Happening?
The iron filings are attracted to magnets and the sand is not.  A magnet is used to separate magnetic from non-magnetic materials, so you are able to easily separate the iron filings from the sand.
