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How can you use a drop of water to magnify  

                              things?

________________________________________________

What is Needed

· A small piece of newsprint 

· A small piece of waxed paper

_____________________________________________________________

What to Do

Lay a small piece of newsprint on the tabletop.  Lay a piece of waxed paper on top of the newsprint.  Observe and note the size of the print.  Place a drop of water on the piece of waxed paper.  What do you notice different about the size of the newsprint?

_____________________________________________________________

What is Happening?

The drop of water is curved outward, and serves as a convex lens.  The ancient Romans are said to have used drops of water to magnify things.

_____________________________________________________________

Other Things to Try

Go through all the steps again, only this time use a small drop of glycerin, instead of the water.  Glycerin will cause an even greater magnification.

See BIG with Water








