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     Seeing Electricity

How did the movie “Star Trek Generations” make the lightening?

What is Needed

· One Luminglas Electricity Demonstration (available through Educational Innovations at www.teachersource.com)

· A source of AC current to plug in Luminglas

What to Do
Place the Luminglas on a level surface.  Open the legs to the maximum position and be sure that the left and right metal locks are firmly locked into position.  Press the two round front supports on the bottom of the Luminglas so that they are equally spaced and supporting the Luminglas.

Plug the A/C jack into the receptacle.  Plug the adaptor  into an appropriate A/C outlet.

Turn the on/off switch (on the back) to the manual position.  Turn the pattern control knob fully clockwise.  The Luminglas is now reacting in its maximum setting.  The intensity of the “lightening effect” can be changed by turning the sound sensitivity control clockwise until the preferred setting is reached.  Now touch the surface of the Luminglas and notice how the Luminglas responds to your touch.  Use both hands and gather up and hold the “lightening effect” until you are ready to let go.  The Luminglas is truly interactive and will respond to your contact.

Switch to the auto position.  Turn both knobs fully counter clockwise.  The Luminglas is now in its minimum setting.  Slowly turn the pattern control knob clockwise and notice how the pattern of light changes.  Touch the surface and see how the Luminglas responds to your touch.
Turn the pattern control knob counter clockwise until it is approximately in the middle of its range.  Now talk to your Luminglas while you slowly turn the sound sensitivity knob clockwise.  Notice how the Luminglas responds to sound.  You can play music, also.  Explore the way the Luminglas responds to music, depending on the volume and type of music playing.

--Continued on back--
What is Happening?

First introduced in the blockbuster movie, “Star Trek Generations,” these lightening disks make a spectacular and completely safe electricity demonstration.  The Luminglas responds to both sound and touch.  Touch the glass disk with your hand and watch as the lightening-like electrical charges jump to your fingertips.  Or, adjust the sound sensitivity and observe the electrical patterns change with the sounds in the background.  With still another adjustment, use your fingers to literally direct the path of the discharges.
