Mirage Bellydancers
Intermediate Level Audition
The Mirage intermediate program is dance-oriented, meaning that instead of learning individual moves as in beginner lessons, you will be learning a dance routine.  New combinations and moves are learned as they come up in the dance.  You can perform the dances that you will learn in intermediate, but performance is not required.

After 6 weeks of beginner lessons we will be holding the intermediate dance qualifying test.  This is for people who feel they have mastered the beginner program and want to learn intermediate dances.  

The format of the test is simple.  85% of the points come from mastery of the basic isolations taught in the beginner program.  The remaining 15% of the test will be based on your performance of the beginner dance routine (8%) and your personal presentation and style (7%).  

Preparation

All the tested items are things that are covered in the weekly lessons.  If you are having trouble with a move, miss a lesson, or just want to practice with mirrors, come to RSC 121 Sundays at 8pm.  

Isolations

The first part of the test is isolation mastery.  You will be scored from 4(or 3) to 0 based on your performance of the basic moves.  A 3 or 4 means that the move was done near perfectly while a 0 means that the move was not completed or the wrong move was done.  

The moves that will be tested are:

1. Hip slides (standing and walking)

2. Chest Slides

3. Neck Slides

4. Hip lifts

5. Hip drops

6. Egyptian walk (step-lifts while walking)

7. Standard Arm Placements (all three: standard, high standard, low standard)

8. Specialty Arm Placements (any two: Aladdin, genie, temple, lotus/pagoda)

9. Hip circles (counterclockwise and clockwise—starting right, left, and back)

10. Chest circles (counterclockwise and clockwise—starting right, left, and back)

11. Neck circles(counterclockwise and clockwise—starting right, left, and back)

12. Snake arms (to the sides and to the front)
13. Undulations (standing and camel walk)

14. Figure eights (forward pulling, backward pulling, mayas, and takseems)

15. Standard Shimmy

16. Other Hip Shimmy (Your choice of hip pinch shimmy or hip thrust shimmy)

17. Shoulder Shimmy

18. Bicycles (both hips)

Beginner Routine Performance
During the 5th week of the beginner program we will teach a short routine that covers many of the important moves that you have learned.  At the intermediate test, you will perform this dance with one other person in front of the officers/judges.  
We will be looking for a correct order and proper technique in the dance.  It is important to be able to pick up a dance and string the moves together since this is the foundation of the intermediate program.  We will also be looking at enthusiasm (remember to smile!), confidence (even if you mess up!), and personal dance style, which is different and unique for everyone.  If you’re wowing the crowd (or the judges) with your smile and confidence, any mistakes or weakness in your technique won’t be as noticeable!
After the test

A 70% is required to qualify for the intermediate program.  We will be notifying the people who qualify for intermediate via email.  If you do not qualify, we would like for you to continue with the beginner program for the remainder of the semester.  If you master the beginner dance during the semester, you may be able to perform it.  Another set of intermediate auditions will be held either at the end of the fall semester or the beginning of the spring semester.
If you have any questions, email or talk to one of the officers.
