1 Henry IV summary of actons

1.1 Henry calls Westmerland back for secret consultations.

1.2 Hal persuades audience that he joins robbers now to seem a better king later.

1.3 Hotspur finds honor in joining his father’s conspiracy.

2.1. Gadshill finds honor in robbing with the nobility.

2.2. Falstaff enjoys being razzed by Hal. (as we do by the royal conspiracy)

2.3 Kate enjoys being kept in the dark by Hotspur.

2.4 Hal has the instinct to be king—the virtue Falstaff falsely claims

3.1 Hotspur lacks the “social” instinct and insults Glendower.

3.2 Henry recognizes Hal’s loyalty in his boasts.

3.3 Hal recognizes Falstaff’s loyalty in his boasts—as far as he can.

Counterstroke

4.1 Hotspur foolishly—thinking it’s honor—pursues battle despite odds.

4.2 Falstaff, opposite to Hotspur, does not pursue battle.

4.3 Hotspur goes against his character by considering the king’s offer of reconciliation—despite his outward rebellion, he sees the signs of defeat.

4.4 The Archbishop, another rebel, also foresees defeat.

5.1 Falstaff deflates honor.

5.2 Hotspur’s speech deflates his troops.

5.3 Falstaff desecrates death of noble Blunt with his dishonorable comments.

5.4 Hal allows Falstaff his lie about killing Hotspur.

5.5. Hal let’s his brother pardon the Douglas.

Scene 5.3 is the odd one out, that sets up Hal’s rejection of Falstaff in the next play.

1. Honorable conspiracies.

2. Happy followers.

3. Loyalty prize

4. Deceptive reasoning

5. Noblesse oblige.

The secrets of royal power, good government, are for not for the masses. 

