English 44200: Shakespeare 

Spring 2009; TTh 3:00-4:15; Recitation 226

Charles Ross, Professor of English

Heavilon Hall 304A

Office hours: W 12:30-1:30 and 2:20-3:00 or by appointment

tel. 4-3749; email: cross@purdue.edu; web page: Boiardo.com

Required Texts

The Tempest, Midsummer Night’s Dream, Julius Caesar, 1 Henry IV, 2 Henry IV, King Lear, all in the Oxford World Classics paperback series, available at Von’s Bookstore.

Course Description:

This is a course in the close reading and appreciation of several Shakespeare plays. 

Course Goals:

After finishing this course, you should know how to read and pronounce Shakespearean language. You should know the features of comedies, histories, tragedy, and romance. You should experience the thrill of performance and the artistry of production (timing, music, spectacle). You should understand what it means to talk about characters and moral action. You should feel comfortable analyzing Shakespearean scenes and writing about literature. You should have the opportunity to develop your own ideas about how to teach and present Shakespeare as part of a liberal arts education, including modern media. 

Assignments:

1. Two midterms and a final exam. The exams are not cumulative. 150, 200, and 200 points.

2. A 3 to 5-page paper due March 1. There will be a handout describing the paper, for which you may choose to compare either two characters or two similar situations or discuss various translations, key ideas such as customs or values, or significant actions in relation to literary scenes. 150 points.

3. A 5 to 10-page paper due April 26. I will read your paper and give you comments, without a grade, if you hand in the paper by April 17. You can then revise. 200 points.

4. Recitation of passages in a foreign language or a 3 minute iMovie on which you recite passages from at least five different First Lines selections. You can bring these in any time you are ready. 100 points.

Syllabus
Jan. 13: Introduction

Jan. 15: The Tempest
Jan. 20: 

Jan. 22: 

Jan. 27: 

Jan. 29: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Feb. 3: 
Feb. 5: 

Feb. 10: 

Feb. 12: 1st Midterm
Feb. 171 Henry IV
Feb. 19: 

Feb. 24: 
Feb. 26: 

Mar. 3: 2 Henry IV 

Mar. 5: 

Mar. 10: 

Mar. 12: 

Mar. 17: Spring break

Mar. 19: Spring break

Mar. 24: 

Mar. 26: 2nd Midterm 
Mar. 31: : Julius Caesar 
Apr. 2: 

Apr. 7: 

Apr. 9: 

Apr. 14: 

Apr. 16: King Lear
Apr. 21: 

Apr. 23: 

April 28:

April 30:

Final Exam: To be announced.

Study Hints:
1) Read each play twice and attend class. Note carefully passages discussed in class.

2) Write out the characters in each scene. Note interesting or thematically important passages. Write a plot summary of what happens. Identify an “action,” that is, identify the single most important thing one of the characters does in the scene and describe what that person does in a sentence.

3) Bring your text to class and take notes.

Purdue requires the following notice: “In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or other circumstances. Here are ways to get information about changes in this course.” To get information about changes, you can go to my web page BOIARDO.COM or email me at rosscs@purdue.edu. I will be in contact by email based on the SIS generated class list.
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