Prof. Charles Ross

English 44200: Shakespeare

First Paper Assignment

Choose one:
1. Write an essay on what freedom means in The Tempest

2. Write an essay on what what dreams mean in A Midsummer Night’s Dream
3. Compare any two similar characters in the two plays (Caliban and Bottom, Ariel and Puck, Prospero and Theseus.

4. Analyze any single scene in detail by contrasting the plot, or what happens, to what you highlight as the single dominant moral action of the scene. 

5. Take one of the topics from the PowerPoints and expand it into an argumentative paper (e.g., magic, moon imagery, patterns of illusion in The Tempest).

6. Read and evaluate one or two of the articles on The Tempest or MSND listed on the download page.

Hints:

I prefer papers that pick on on something that was said in class (like a comparison of the dreams that were mentioned in class discussion to those various types in MSND). This way you can agree or disagree, and so generate an argumentative structure. Avoid searching the internet for topics I don’t care about, unless you check with me, and then be sure to cite rigorously anything you borrow. This isn’t to say you can’t read around get ideas to help you develop a broad topic like freedom or dreams.

If you write a comparson paper, which I like because it almost certainly guarantees your thoughts are original, remember that a good comparison includes similarities and dissimilarities. The trick is to make the comparison without saying something as empty as “there are similarities and differences between the two works.” State what they are, not that you are going to state what they are. Make this statement early, as a thesis, and then support your point. Exampls 2a and 2b already have well formed thesis statements. The other questions do not.
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