Graduate Student Semester Evaluation                         Name:   
Period (semester/year):

Graduate Research Assistants (GRA) are hired to fulfill a contractual obligation to complete specified research work for the contracting agency (e.g. NSF, DARPA, companies, etc.). Therefore, as a GRA, your funding is dependent on making clear and fundamental contributions to the research activity of the Collaborative Robotics Lab and your future funding is dependent on helping to identify new research directions that contribute to the knowledge of mankind. Graduate Teaching Assistants (GTA) are hired to fulfill two missions: to assist with teaching and grading a particular course and to support the research activity of the Collaborative Robotics Lab. Publications are the primary metric for contributing knowledge while patents filed is a secondary metric. Both GRAs and GTAs share a responsibility to support the greater mission of the Collaborative Robotics Lab and its members, as well. Please complete this written evaluation thoughtfully and concisely in preparation for a face-to-face discussion.
What classes did you take this quarter? What grades did you receive? What did you learn that helps you in your research?
Describe your “service” activities for the lab. Did you contribute to maintenance/organization of the lab? Did you help other students in their research? Did you mentor any new or more junior students?

How were you helped by other students in the lab?

You are expected to read a large number of papers to learn what others are doing in your area. Give citations for the three most influential papers you read during the semester (from authors outside the CRL). Why were they significant to your work?

Describe the progress you made in your research over the past semester. What were your accomplishments? What novel insights did you gather? What software did you develop? What contributions are you making toward your thesis?
What problems did you encounter? What weaknesses were revealed?
What are your goals for the coming semester?

List the papers to which you contributed. Note paper submissions and papers published. What do you estimate was your level of contribution to each paper (percent effort)? Rate the quality of each paper. Also, what other papers from the lab did you cite? How were they relevant? (Are you standing on the shoulders of giants, or re-inventing the wheel?)
